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What and who are CPRE?
• CPRE is the Campaign to Protect Rural England - The Countryside Charity

• Standing up for the countryside for nearly 100 years nationally and for 
over 75 years in Shropshire (run by volunteers and one paid part-time 
Branch Manager)

• Interface of the environment, nature, the countryside, communities, 
farming and planning, using evidence to punch above our weight. 

• Integral in the formation of many planning laws

• Much time on planning and the planning system - trying to prevent 
undesirable development in the countryside -  under increasing threat 
from Local Plans and Government policy, i.e. from unsustainable growth, 
at odds with climate emergency and ecological emergency

• Liaise and work with many other organisations

• Leaflet explains more

Upper Treverward, near Clun



Shropshire Council Local Plan Review

• Started in January 2017

• Many stages up to submission to the Planning Inspectorate in late 2021

• Hearing sessions  from July 2022 to October 2024

• Planned hearings for November 2024 cancelled due to concerns as to soundness

• Eventually withdrawn in March 2025 (yet to be formally ratified by Full Council)

• December 2024 NPPF changes and New Standard Methodology for housing numbers, increased from 1,070pa to 
1,994pa

• Consequently 5 year supply of housing land only at 4.73 (4.95 from 20/09/2013 to 12/08/2014)

• NPPF para 11.d) applies, which requires that permission is granted to any and everything, except in protected 
areas or where “adverse impacts would significantly and demonstrably outweigh the benefits”, which is hard 
to prove. The “golden thread” running through the NPPF since its inception in 2012 remains the 
"presumption in favour of sustainable development"
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Green Gen Cymru / Bute energy proposals
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She does note that the village pump at Aston, right by one of the parish notice boards, is 
wasting away, having last been restored by the Parish Council maybe forty years ago!

CPRE Shropshire is one of few branches nationally to have a dedicated heritage adviser

Heritage Matters

We make representations on applications for major or important listed buildings

Our heritage adviser has also been instrumental in getting Conservation Areas 
established in Kinnerley village and, more recently, in West Felton village

Our heritage adviser lives in your parish! 
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• One of our strands is the inter-counties 
monitoring of IPUs

• Recently updated map

• Indicted in quality of River Wye in particular

• CPRE Herefordshire citizen science



It
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GEOLOGY

It is geology that underpins Shropshire’s amazing diversity of landscapes and habitats.  Sally Green has now given 
five fascinating annual lectures for CPRE on various aspects of Shropshire’s geology which can all be viewed for free 
on YouTube, via www.cpreshropshire.org.uk/geology-talks.  Next year’s talk will be on fossils.

http://www.cpreshropshire.org.uk/geology-talks
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Flooding is another strand that 
CPRE members are involved with



And our Hedgerow Heroes project ticks so many of the boxes



What is the Hedgerow Heroes project?

• CPRE Shropshire’s Hedgerow project has been 
running for 4 years

• Part of a national CPRE “Hedgerow Heroes” 
initiative

• Main objective is hedge creation in the 
countryside

• Very much a “boots on the ground” project

• Leaflet explains more

Planting a mixed species hedge near 
Llanfair Waterdine, south Shropshire



• Hedgerows are the stitching of the countryside

• 50% of hedgerows in England lost since WWII

• Many now in poor condition/poorly managed

• Fantastic habitat for nature: insects, birds, 
mammals – leaves, blossom, fruits, nuts

• Wildlife corridors

• Shelter for livestock

• Flood mitigation 



• Phase 4 practically complete

• Phases 5 and 6 applied for
 
• Around 24 km of new, mixed native 

hedgerow has now been planted 
over 4 years on around 100 sites in 
the county with the help of our 
fantastic volunteers

• In 2024/25, around 300 volunteers 
spent nearly 1,800 volunteer hours 
planting hedgerows in over 30 
planting days

• Three 2-day hedgelaying workshops 
and two 2 day coppice management 
workshops

• Four arts workshops Planting a mixed species hedge near 
Llanfair Waterdine, south Shropshire



Collaboration

Over the 4 years, we have collaborated 
with a number of other environmental 
organisations:

• Shropshire Wildlife Trust 
• Middle Marches Community Land 

Trust 
• Land, Life & Livelihoods
• Severn Rivers Trust
• Tree Council
• National Trust Stepping Stones 

project
• Shropshire Hills AONB (now 

National Landscape) 
• Young Wilders Nigel Adams – hedge management 

workshop, Admaston Farm, Telford



“The Hedgelayer” had 65k views in 7 months

Latest video out soon – Life in the Coppice



Interested in joining in?

Sign up via 

cpreshropshire.org.uk

Bringing in the binders – hedgelaying workshop near 
Market Drayton (photo © Russell Critchley)
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